
50TH ANNUAL BC NISEI
BONSPIEL

RICHMOND CURLING CLUB
APRIL 12-16, 2017

1968 – 2015



A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS:



The Vancouver Nisei Curling Club and Bonspiel Committee would like to extend a warm welcome to all the 
participants, families and friends taking part in the 50th BC Nisei Bonspiel in Richmond. We are honoured to 
be the host club of this milestone event, with curlers entered from Hokkaido, Japan, Inverness, Illinois, Ontario, 
Manitoba, Alberta and many parts of BC.

The BC Nisei Curling Association was founded by a group of enthusiastic Nisei curlers from several BC com-
munities who wanted to gather and compete on an annual basis. The first bonspiel was hosted in the small 
two- and three-sheet rinks of Greenwood and Midway in 1967. The success of that bonspiel encouraged other 
centres to host future events. Some 50 years later, we have gathered here in the Richmond Curling Club to cel-
ebrate a half-century of annual BC Nisei bonspiels with eight sheets of ice and 64 teams from three countries. 
During the many years of Nisei curling in BC, we have seen outstanding achievements by several curlers who 
have won Canadian and World Curling Championships. We are honoured to have the support and participa-
tion of past champions, and to introduce our young and talented curlers poised to win championships in the 
near future.

Our Bonspiel Committee has spent the last two years planning the agenda, from the opening ceremony, the 
special dinners, the various guest entertainers, and the unique gifts for the participants, to the Wall of Honour 
celebrating past and present BC curlers. As Chairperson of the Bonspiel Committee, I thank each and every 
one of the committee members and volunteers whose commitment to excellence has been their hallmark. I also 
want to thank the other BC centres who have offered timely assistance in areas of our organization. And on 
behalf of the committee, I would like to thank all of the many sponsors and donors whose generosity has helped 
make this event a success. 

To all participants, winning an event would be a great achievement for the week, but not everyone can be suc-
cessful in this endeavour. The meeting of old and new friends, enjoyment of scrumptious dinners, indulgence  
of liquid refreshments, as well as the laughter from stories told and retold, will help make this a truly memora-
ble celebration of this 50th BC Nisei Bonspiel. Travel safe, and I hope we meet again soon.

Roy Murao – Chairperson

The Vancouver Nisei Curling Club was established in 1968, and next season we will celebrate our own 50th 
anniversary. I am extremely honoured and grateful to have been welcomed into this generous and friendly 
community of Nisei curlers.

I would like to add our Club’s thanks to the many sponsors, donors, advertisers, volunteers, committee 
members and participants, without whom this historic bonspiel would have only remained a dream. I also 
look forward to meeting the many curlers visiting us over the next few days.

Five decades on, our Club remains vibrant and competitive, with 17 regular league teams this season. If any 
of you are interested in sparing or perhaps joining our Club, please get in touch with any of our committee or 
executive members, and check us out online at www. bcniseicurling.ca and on Facebook @vancouvernisei.

Good luck and good curling!

Ian Cockfield – President, Vancouver Nisei Curling Club (vancouver@bcniseicurling.ca)



SCHEDULE
Wednesday April 12

Registration and team photos (Richmond Curling Club) starting at 6:00 pm

Draw Times:
7:00 pm, 9:30 pm

Come enjoy the hospitality and 50/50 draw

Thursday April 13
Registration and team photos (Richmond Curling Club) starting at 7:00 am

Draw Times:
7:30 am, 10:00 am

(12:15 - 1:30 pm ice maintenance)
1:30 pm, 4:00 pm

(7:30 - 8:45 pm ice maintenance)
9:00 pm

Chinese Dinner 5:30 - 8:00 pm (Richmond Curling Club)
Opening Ceremony 6:30 - 7:30 pm (Richmond Curling Club)

50/50 draw, raffle and silent auction ticket sales

Friday April 14
Draw Times:

7:30 am, 10:00 am, 12:30 pm
(2:45 - 4:00 pm ice maintenance)

4:15 pm, 6:45 pm, 9:15 pm

Japanese Seafood Dinner 5:00 - 7:30 pm (Richmond Curling Club)
Jazz Band (IKUKO, vocals; Yuji Nakajima, guitar; Mark Wardrop, bass; Ron McKay, drums) 8:00 - 10:00 pm (RCC)

50/50 draw, raffle and silent auction ticket sales

Saturday April 15
Draw Times:

7:30 am, 10:00 am
(12:15 - 1:30 pm ice maintenance)

1:30 pm, 4:00 pm

No Host Bar 6:00 pm - midnight (Minoru Ballroom, Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel), 50/50 draw
Banquet Dinner 7:00 pm

Raffle and Silent Auction Draws 9:30 pm
DJ and Dance 9:30 - 11:00 pm

Sunday April 16
Draw Times:

8:00 am, 10:30 am, Finals 1:00 pm

Trophy Presentations 4:00 pm

Note: All winning teams will receive trophies.
Cash Prizes: A, B, C Events: Finalists and Semi-Finalists in each. D1, D2 Events: Finalists in each.

Breakfast and lunch will be available for sale at the Richmond Curling Club on Thursday - Saturday (hours will be posted)
The Curling Locker pro shop at the Richmond Curling Club will be open on and off during the day Thursday - Sunday



SPONSORS
TROPHY ($250)

A Event: Dr. Y. Vincent Yoshida
B Event: Kami Insurance Agencies Ltd.
C Event: M.O. Nakanishi Ltd.
D Event: Sean Kumagai—Metrotown Mazda
   Chris Stylianou—Macdonald Realty Westmar

DIAMOND ($2,500) PLATINUM ($1,500)
National Association of Japanese Canadians Richmond Sport Hosting

BRONZE ($500) WEDNESDAY NIGHT ($250+)
Dr. Crispin Horng—Kingsway Dental Roy Kobayashi & Friends 

THURSDAY NIGHT ($250+) FRIDAY NIGHT ($250+)
Karen Ong—Shoppers Drug Mart, Blundell Centre TRG Group Benefits

THE IN-OFF ($250+) THE RUN BACK ($100+)
Jim & Norma Sawada Richard Nomura
Terry Uyeda Laurie & Victor Shimizu
 Dave & Bev Kobayashi
 Waller Construction
 Graham Amano—Amano Foods Ltd.
 Coast Capital Savings, Steveston Branch
 Ed Ip

THE RAISE ($50+) THE DRAW TO THE BUTTON ($25+)
Dorothy & Darrel Omae Dean Shinkoda
Frances Chow
Stephen & Dianne Tasaka

IN MEMORIAM
Sharon & Bob Flynn (donors) in memory of Kenny Shiyoji

Kay Koyanagi (donor) in memory of Yuki Koyanagi
Roy Murao (donor) in memory of Todd Murao

Wayne Saito (donor) in memory of Mas & Joan Saito
Tony Imai (donor) in memory of June Imai

Noriko Kumagai (donor) in memory of June Imai
Dave & Arlene Yoshida (donors) in memory of Troy Yoshida
Miki Family (donors) in memory of MaryAnne Kiyomi Miki

Dave & Bev Kobayashi (donors) in memory of Kiechi Kobayashi, Mel Kawano, Yuki Wakita
Jim, Jean, Len & Shelley Tateyama (donors) in memory of Roy Tateyama



CORPORATE IN-KIND

Melissa Brockmann—Brockmann Chocolates • Yvon Beaudoin RMT • Toyo Importing
Jonathan Freeston—Labatt • Cascade Fishing Adventures • Brad Pelletier—Predator Ridge

Dave Vallee—RE/MAX New Westminster • Steve Stylianou—Felico Greek Restaurant
Ichiro Restaurant • Bill Senghara—White Spot • Canadian Fish Co. • Yamato Trading Co. 
Makoto Tsukishima—HDR|CEI Architecture Associates, Inc. • Green Acres Golf Course

 Sheraton Vancouver Airport Hotel • Ken Lee—Superior Produce • David Wood—Wolseley
Russ McDougall—Bridgeport Collision • Martin Lang—Vertex One • Oceangate Fisheries

 Genesta Fisheries • Rudy Chin—Pharmasave, Oak & W 42nd • Fujiya • Michael Omae—Aquilini
Stevenston Seabreeze Adventures • Shane Demsey—Paladin Technologies

 
INDIVIDUAL IN-KIND

Don Ikoma • Ben & Judy Nishi • Denise & Greg Asai • Amy Freeston • Judy Ferrante
Ken & Bea Ichiiwa • Rachael Lam • Susanna & Ron Shimizu • Dean Shinkoda

Rick & Naomi Tasaka • Aki Nishiyama • Naoto Saeki • Roy Kobayashi • Liz & Nobby Sakiyama
Roger Obayashi & Carol Baisley • Jo-Ann & Harry Obayashi • Scott & Nicole Ichiiwa

 Sharon & Bob Flynn • Tina & Terence Oye • Mike & Frances Nakanishi • Scott & Kristy Miller
Alan Yamaoka • Hokkaido Teams • Dianne & Stephen Tasaka • Mako Endo & Makoto Suyama

Pat Maihara • Tim Araki • Kamloops Nisei Curling Club • Kamloops Japanese Canadian Association
Joe & Kathy Mukuyama • Miki Endo & Ian Cockfield • Jori van der Linde • Stan Nakatsu

 Amanda Asham • Paul Neufeld • Dale Murao • Ben Yoshida • Randy & Joyce Tasaka • Wayne Saito
Richard & Vivian Omori • Team Manitoba • Andrew Peller • Colin Campbell • Penny Chong

Lorene Yonemura • Richmond Curling Club • Marpole Curling Club



TEAMS
JAPAN (HOKKAIDO)

Ozawa Takahiro Kaneta Etsuko Miyakoshi Takeshi Kaimori Teruyuki
Kanouchi Yoshimi Igarashi Eriko Takagi Noriko Hashimoto Takahiro
Tada Kuniyasu Miya Nobuko Hashiba Etsumi Kobayashi Masao
Yoshida Fumie Chiba Haruko / Nihonmatsu Reiko Yoshida Chinami
      Sato Shigeko

ALBERTA
CALGARY

Kathryn Lepine Richard Sakaguchi Yoshiki Nakamura Mike Tomiyama
George Lepine George Fukushima Kaoru Nakamura Trisha Kloschinsky
Wanda Sakura Gary Yamada Roger MacIntosh Chad Kloschinsky
Nicholas Lepine Katie Sakaguchi Rie MacIntosh Julie Hironaka

Mark McDonald
Cheryl McDonald
Randy Ohno
Cris Ohno

EDMONTON LETHBRIDGE

Terry Uyeda Tokio Hori Ken Tamura
Dale Murao Tosh Kanashiro Tom Tamura
Gene Yamada Lloyd Tsukishima Hidetomo Fujii
Julianne Shimizu Amy Nakamura Robin Tamura

MANITOBA
WINNIPEG

Gary Shibata
Doug Shibata
Sandra Shibata
Karen Sands (BC)

BRITISH COLUMBIA

KALEDEN PRINCE RUPERT QUESNEL TERRACE

Peggy Sakamoto Jun Yamamoto Shayne Yamamoto Rick Tabata
Tane Kita Mona Izumi Penny Yamamoto Tamlyn Tabata
Keiji Kita Taro Izumi Jason Yamamoto Ross Sugimoto
Cindy Kita Joan Yamamoto Mariel Combs Tobi Tabata



KELOWNA  VERNON

Alan Yamaoka Kim Asao Agnes Sakakibara Bob Hatanaka
Greg Monkman Lou Matsuda Ann Johnson Ev Miyasaki
Staci Hayashi Ken Fujioka Fred Takagi Barb Miyasaki
Lori Josephison Jerry Asao Elaine Starchuk Betty Murray

KAMLOOPS

Doug Nakano John Konno Brent Yamada Tim Araki
Dave Nakano Rob Kuroyama Bryan Yamada Debbie Cairns
Shelley Tateyama Barry Kato Kimberley Yamada Tomi Wakabayashi
Mike Mori Vicky Metz Marilyn Aura Mary Miyahara

Bill Johnston Gary Ohashi Lenny Tateyama Lance Yamada
Jim Tateishi Eileen Kato Kevin Cairns Mark Kato
Julie Turley Lou Ohashi Derek Mori Sally Kato
Mary Ann Johnston Sharon Mori Janice Mori Kent Farnsworth

Les Tabata
Dick Sawada
Anita Mori
Jim Sawada (L. Mainland)

SALMON ARM GREENWOOD 

Darryl Horne Gordon Shimizu 
Kate Horne Vic Shimizu (L. Mainland) 
Tom Kitagawa Randy Uyeyama 
Barb Kitagawa Mako Endo (L. Mainland) 

LOWER MAINLAND

Dennis Araki Len Chong John Pierce (Smithers) Kelly Shimizu
Michael Araki Breyden Chong Cody Tanaka Laurie Shimizu
Rita Araki Troy Chong Wendy Pierce (Smithers) Carlyn Shimizu
Keiko Araki Susan Chong Randy Tanaka Elaine Kahnert (ON)

Bryan Miki Takeshi Kitamura Hiro Hasebe Daniel Wenzek
Joshua Miki Kyoko Kitamura Kaz Hasebe Peter Wenzek
Kim Miki Masa Takahashi Mike Hasebe Cindy Wenzek
Jaden Miki Kaoru Yamaki John Ikari Pauline Imai

Mark Yodogawa Lloyd Hikida Martin Matsutani Nicholas Umbach
Doug Yodogawa Paulette Hikida Hiroko Shinozaki Jacob Umbach
Angela Yodogawa Jordan Phillips Gary Smith Zachary Umbach
Ethan Yodogawa Jaime Phillips Grace Matsutani Nana Umbach

kami insurance
agencies ltd.

200-678 West Broadway, Vancouver, BC V5Z 1G1
Phone: 604-876-7999

Automobile . Home . Business . Travel . Medical

www.kamiinsurance.com



VANCOUVER NISEI CURLING CLUB POOL

Stan Nakatsu Richard Omori Dave Kobayashi Ron Shimizu
Ken Ichiiwa Ben Yoshida Ian Cockfield Arlene Yoshida
Marc Belcourt Charlene Imai Sharon Flynn Susanna Shimizu
Junko Belcourt Bob Flynn Bev Kobayashi Asami Watson

Gord Oikawa Dwayne Uyede Don Domae Kiyo Hamade
Dan Kimoto Darrel Omae Naoto Saeki Rick Tasaka
Ruby Maeno Troy Matsumiya Don Iwanaka Helen Hamade
Terry Kimoto Noriko Kumagai Norma Sawada Roy Horio

Roy Murao Wayne Saito Greg Asai Makoto Tsukishima
Don Ikoma Randy Tasaka Denise Asai Pat Maihara
Rod Sakakibara Roger Obayashi Robin Chan Frances Nakanishi
Elaine Nakatsu Carol Baisley Daniel Chan Ed Katai

Tony Imai Adina Tasaka Scott Miller Ben Nishi
Miki Endo Sian Tasaka Stephen Tasaka Tyler Proctor
Dennis Matsui Mike Nakanishi Dianne Tasaka Kirsten Higashikawa (IL)
Carol Tabata Joe Mukuyama Kristy Miller Mike Higashikawa (IL)

Harry Obayashi Makoto Suyama Dean Koyanagi Curtis Tateyama
Dave Yoshida Yui Ishida Greg Ohashi Dean Shinkoda
Tina Oye Mat Brownell Lena Oliveira Vivian Omori
Richard Nomura Tony Morimoto Ruth Morrison Jean Tateyama

49th ANNUAL BC NISEI BONSPIEL WINNERS
Vernon, 2016

A EVENT B EVENT C EVENT D EVENT

(Vancouver) (Vancouver) (Winfield) (Edmonton)

Richard Omori Dave Kobayashi Bruce Taiji Terry Uyeda
Ben Yoshida Miki Endo Roy Kawano Dale Murao
Vivian Omori Ian Cockfield Danny Loo Dave Tsukishima
Bob Flynn Mike Nakanishi Cheryl Taiji Julianne Shimizu



BONSPIEL COMMITTEE
Chairperson  Roy Murao
Team Leaders  Wayne Saito, Mike Nakanishi, Bob Flynn, Susanna Shimizu, Gord Oikawa  
MC / Hospitality  Dave Kobayashi
Liason   Wayne Saito, Ian Cockfield
Japanese Liason  Mako Endo, Miki Endo, Kazuko Sato
Treasurer   Michael Nakanishi
Registration  Ben Nishi, Ian Cockfield, Ken Ichiiwa
Program    Ian Cockfield
Website   Ian Cockfield
Draw Master  Tony Imai
Rules    Ron Shimizu, Tony Imai, Ian Cockfield
Umpires   Ron Shimizu, Troy Matsumiya, Darrel Omae, Richard Omori, Dwayne Uyede
Spare Convenor  Ron Shimizu
Raffles, Silent Auction Susanna Shimizu, Judy Nishi, Bea Ichiiwa
  & 50/50
Prizes & Trophies  Frances & Michael Nakanishi
Hotel & Banquet  Bob Flynn, Michael Nakanishi
Dinners   Judy Nishi, Gord Oikawa, Kathy Mukuyama, Noriko Kumagai,
     Richard Omori, Naoto Saeki
Entertainment  Sharon Flynn, Wayne Saito, Roy Murao, Pat Maihara
Artwork   Susanna Shimizu, Nicole Freeston
Featured Artist  Jori van der Linde  www.jorivanderlinde.com
Photographer  Rachael Lam
 
And last, but certainly not least, we thank the many hard-working, generous volunteers without 
whom this bonspiel would not have happened.



RULES & REGULATIONS
1. No rink will be eligible to play unless there is at least one female on the team.

2. Four rock free guard zone will apply. Canadian Curling Association Rules will govern the 
bonspiel.

3. No one shall be on the ice until it is prepared for play. Games are to start at scheduled 
times.

4. A rink that is late will be penalized one point for every 10 minutes. First rock is to be played 
by the late team. At the end of one half hour, the game is defaulted to the team ready to 
play.

5. Final games in all events will be 8 ends with no time limit.

6. Games other than Final games are 8 ends, time permitting! A bell will be rung at 1 hour 
and 45 minutes after the start time. Finish the end in progress and play one more end. 
(Definition: The next end is deemed to be “in progress” as soon as the last rock has come 
to rest.) 

7. Tie games will be decided by an extra end(s), until a decision is reached.

8. Spares will be provided, or approved, by the Bonspiel Committee. A team must have at 
least two original team players in order not to default. Spares must play lead (unless two 
spares are required, in which case the spares must play lead and second). 

9. Semi-Final and Final games must be played with four players on each team. All other 
games may be played with just three players on a team (as long as one player at least is 
female). 

10. If a player cannot continue curling in the bonspiel due to injury or family matter, a permanent 
replacement will be allowed upon approval by the Bonspiel Committee. The original player 
who was replaced cannot return.

11. A team is allowed to change its players’ positions (excluding spares) at any point except 
when their game is in progress.  

12. In the event of any disagreement or dispute on the ice, the decision of the Umpire is final. 
Disputed rocks are measured by thirds and, if necessary, the Umpire may be called.

13. Thirds must fill out and sign score cards and return them to the draw room umpire.

14. All decisions covering rules & regulations made by the Bonspiel Committee are final.

www.bcniseicurling.ca
@vancouvernisei



BC NISEI CURLING WALL OF HONOUR
Nisei curling roots run deeply within many communities throughout British Columbia. In 1967 a chal-
lenge went out and many curlers of Japanese descent answered the call to gather in Greenwood and Mid-
way to decide which teams were the best. (The first winner of the “A” event was a team skipped by Gus 
Ishida.) A great time was had by all and a lot of friendships were formed that still endure today.

What also emerged was a consensus that this bonspiel was something special, and there was a strong 
desire to keep it going. Leaders from within the BC Nisei curling communities agreed to make this an 
annual event. Spurred on by the prospect of camaraderie and great competition on the ice, each host com-
munity was determined to make each spiel at least as good as, or better than, the one before. And they sure 
were. Every bonspiel had something special, particularly the bentos!

Many factors contributed to the success of the BC Nisei curling bonspiels, but a few key factors stood out: 
great curling; strong and loyal support from the Nisei communities through participation; and the sup-
port of businesses and individuals in the form of donations and time.  

To remember these remarkable accomplishments, on the occasion of the 50th Annual BC Nisei Curling 
Bonspiel, all former and current community centres agreed to establish a Wall of Honour recognizing and 
honouring special individuals who through their athleticism, participation, volunteerism and other forms 
of support made the annual bonspiels possible and remarkable. 

When thoughts turned to whose names should be installed on this Wall of Honour, many worthy individ-
uals sprung to mind. It quickly became evident that the list could be long and the choices very difficult. 
For that reason, a nominating committee was established with representatives from many of the commu-
nities. The inaugural list was to focus on those distinctive individuals who helped establish the annual 
bonspiel tradition in the early years.

It is with great pleasure and privilege that the committee recognizes the following 27 individuals who 
through their athleticism, sense of community, and dedication made these BC Nisei curling bonspiels a 
reality to be celebrated:

• MAS IMAI • MEL KAWANO
• BILL OMAE • JUNE IMAI
• SEIJI ONIZUKA • RITA IMAI
• GORDON SHIMIZU • TONY IMAI
• SHIG UYEYAMA • SAIJI INOUYE
• AL TRICK • FUJI MIKI
• SHIRLEY TRICK • SEIJI MUKUYAMA
• KEN KASHINO • ROY MURAO
• ARNIE KUROYAMA • TOM ONO
• ROB KUROYAMA • RON SHIMIZU
• MARY MIYAHARA • ROY TATEYAMA
• TOM MIYAHARA • DR. Y.V. YOSHIDA
• SHO YAMADA • AGNES SAKAKIBARA
• JOHN KAKUNO

Wayne Saito, Chairperson – BC Nisei Curling Wall of Honour Committee 


