
 

 

JOE ELIAS KIMIO YAMAUCHI 

March 3, 1933 – January 24, 2021 

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Joe Elias Kimio Yamauchi on 

Sunday, January 24, 2021, born March 3, 1933 in Opal, Alberta. Husband of 60 years to 

Nancy, brother of Henry, father to Lauren Yamauchi and Julianne Somani (Shafique) and 

the most wonderful grandfather to Kylie (Jesse), John, Jameel, Zarah and Thomas. His 

family always came first. He was caring, kind, optimistic, generous, magnanimous and 

always available for anyone who asked. 

 

Joe gave 110% at everything he did. He was a CFL player with Calgary Stampeders and 

the BC Lions. A UBC graduate architect he was on the original design panel to develop 

Whistler Village as well as other cities and townships. Joe had a very successful career 

working well into his 80's. 

 

Grandpa imparted on his children and grandchildren important values and ethics, the 

value of enjoying experiences to the fullest and finding the positive in every situation. He 

always took the opportunity to share his invaluable lessons with a smile. 

 

He will be greatly missed by everyone who had the opportunity to be with him but we take 

comfort knowing he will be with us always. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please donate to BC Cancer or Kidney Foundation. 


