
In Memory of 

Akira Mike TANAKA 
November 28, 1927 - December 23, 2016 

Memorial Service 
Saturday, February 04, 2017 | 11:00 am 

Vancouver Buddhist Temple  

220 Jackson Avenue, Vancouver, BC V6A3B3 

Driving Directions 

Akira Mike Tanaka, November 28, 1927 – December 23, 2016. Mike, a devoted husband 
and dear father, passed away peacefully on December 23, 2016 surrounded by his loving 

family. He is survived by his beloved wife of 58 years, Mary, children Wayne (Rachael), 
Glenn, Karen (Brad); grandchildren Steven, Alexandra and Dustin; sisters Saiyo Hattori, 

Masako (Linda) Yada; brothers Kazuo (Bud), Shigeru (Bill), Minoru (Bob) and Miyoshi, Miki 
(Mickey) and Yuki, Osamu (Sam) and Virginia; and many loving cousins, nieces and 

nephews. 
 

He was born to Ichijiro and Miki (nee Tsuji) Tanaka in Vancouver, BC. He lived in Lillooet, 
BC during World War II and moved back to Vancouver after the war. He worked for over 30 

years in the sheet metal and heating industry, including starting his own company, before 
spending another 20 years in the retail industry at two major home improvement 

companies. After his formal work years, he volunteered and enjoyed his time with CPGA 
and PGA golf tournaments, Special Olympics and other community groups. 

 
He will be remembered for his friendly outgoing personality, boundless energy, generosity, 

great smile, devotion to his wife and family, and strong work ethic. He had a great love of 
athletics and gardening and enjoyed baseball, football, hockey, curling, golfing and 

eventually lawn bowling. His love of life will be greatly missed. 
 

A heartfelt thank you for the compassionate care provided by the St. Paul's Hospital 
medical team. A memorial service will be held at the Vancouver Buddhist Temple, 220 

Jackson Avenue, Vancouver on Saturday, February 4, 2017 at 11:00 am. In lieu of flowers 
or koden, a donation in memory of Mike may be made to Nikkei Seniors Health Care and 

Housing Society or the Haro Park Centre Society.  
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